
Monthly news & updates
July 2022 - CITY OF WESTWOOD HILLS

Upcoming Events: 
See the Covid-19 information below regarding
free at-home antigen tests

July 16, 2022 - 988 Suicide Hotline Rollout

July 19, 2022 - Mayor Schwach's Retirement
Reception

August 8, 2022 - City Council Meeting

August 18, 2022 - Planning Commission Meeting

September 17, 2022 - Environmental Fair

September 17, 2022 - Paper Shredding and e-
Cycle Event

On July 16, the National Suicide Prevention Line
will be reachable at 988 and will direct callers to
local crisis centers for assistance.

The switch to the new three-digit number
was federally approved in July 2020,

4th of July Celebration 

https://www.fcc.gov/document/designating-988-national-suicide-prevention-lifeline-0


establishing a new “911 for mental health.”
Mental health center officials noted that
anyone who has a medical emergency
should still call 911.

The existing crisis line for Johnson Country
Mental Health Emergency Services is still
accessible at (913) 268-0156.

As usual the 4th of July Celebration
was a hit! Thank you to the Community
Association for putting on this fun
event!

In Memoriam
Dale W. Prout, May 15, 1948 - June 15, 2022, was born on May 15,
1948, in Kansas City, Mo. Growing up his family moved to
Harrisonville and Independence. He graduated from the University of
Central Missouri with a degree in Public Relations. Dale enjoyed
meeting people, and so a job in print sales was a good fit for someone
who had his friendly demeanor & charming personality. Dale had a
passion for fishing, cars, & history. Dale leaves behind his partner of
22 years, Pauline Freeman, & 5 siblings, Julia Kunesh, John Prout,
Carolyn Ross, Michael Prout, and Lisa Graves as well as several
nieces & nephews.

His "Celebration of Life" will be on November 5th, 2022 from 2:00-4:00
pm at Heartland, 6113 Blue Ridge Blvd. Raytown, Mo.

There will not be a July Planning Commission Meeting.

YOTM
Congratulations to Dustin Neel for the July Yard of the Month!



If you read Westwood Nextdoor, you will see a lot of posts regarding crime, specifically porch thieves
and auto break-ins and thefts. Our little city is not immune to these crimes.
Please follow the guidelines laid out in the @9PMRoutine for ways to prevent these crimes. In
addition, the City of Westwood has many great tips on its website. You can find them here.

https://www.westwoodks.org/index.asp?SEC=778D8914-4213-443B-A20B-AE7838C8C383&DE=3427CAEC-3765-4819-A26D-725D8C2A2A3F&Type=B_BASIC


Kansas Housing Launches Mortgage Relief
Program

Assistance supports homeowners facing financial hardship
due to the COVID-19 pandemic
 
The Kansas Housing Resources Corporation (KHRC)has launched the Kansas Homeowner
Assistance Fund (KHAF), providing mortgage and utility assistance to Kansas households impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BgS4osHZVqmaBf-vB0Ba8Cdue1dWVq-1hoZRfYe3myaT0QGOV5VkgPz8wD9kXUjsN7l6ndttCorvpanXHEatr8Okcf3skGFMu0ny04bORr8B3hadQC2GO2RRzrbGuHeOCZxM0ydftyu7fthz7aqPsz-ITXXCkgNssOztEOsGmDRLl9g0I6YjWYDOVFA4ZAyz&c=_KKCmQqd7naRcS8ap8x8dYvB15xbISlbJJNfHLiXUwsjlSpD6kGj2Q==&ch=-GYVm45KiDcDxX_xtjZ7PBz79LHlmOJYoep6z6cYhZbczgKmUFl3oQ==


“Since the beginning of the pandemic, we’ve provided more than $190 million in assistance to keep
Kansans stably housed and connected to vital services,” said Ryan Vincent, Executive Director of
Kansas Housing. “We’re so pleased to extend that support to homeowners with KHAF. We know that
the economic impact of the pandemic is far from over, and these dollars will be vital in ensuring
Kansans can remain in their homes.”  
 
The KHAF program, supported through funding from the federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
and administered by KHRC, will help qualifying Kansans get current on their mortgages and property
taxes and avoid foreclosure.
 
The KHAF program provides:
 

Mortgage payments
Property taxes and charges
Utility, internet, and broadband fees
And more

 
To qualify for assistance, applicants must:
 

Own their primary residence in Kansas;
Provide valid proof of identification;
Meet income guidelines;
Be at risk of losing their home; and
Experience a documented financial hardship during the COVID pandemic.

 
Households earning up to 150 percent of their area’s median income are eligible to apply. For
example, a family of four living in Johnson County could earn up to $145,200 to qualify for assistance.
Eligible hardship must include a reduction in income or an increase in living expenses associated with
the pandemic.
 
Applications are accepted online, and assistance is paid directly to the lender or service provider.
Eligible homeowners may receive up to $35,000 in mortgage assistance and up to $10,000 in
property charges and utility assistance.
 
The KHAF program was developed in consultation with housing stakeholders and community
members through a public feedback process. The program will operate until the state’s $56.6 million
KHAF allocation is fully expended. Homeowners are encouraged to apply as soon as possible to
ensure that they receive assistance in a timely manner. Applicants may check the status of their
application at any time by logging in to the KHAF portal.
 
To learn more and apply, visit kshousingcorp.org

Stormwater Cost Share Program
The City of Westwood Hills encourages individual homeowners to
incorporate Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMP) on
their properties to aid in the improvement of local and regional
water quality.   

At the same time, the City encourages planting native plants and
trees to support the natural ecosystem and provide food for
pollinators like bees and butterflies. The BMP Cost Share program
will reimburse applicants up to 50% of eligible expenses, not to

exceed a project reimbursement cap for the proper installation of the following best management
practices:

Project Type              Project Reimbursement Cap
Rain Barrel                 $75 per barrel, up to two
Native tree planting    $150 per tree, up to two
Rain garden/pollinator garden  $1000 

Go to containtherainjoco.com for the application.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BgS4osHZVqmaBf-vB0Ba8Cdue1dWVq-1hoZRfYe3myaT0QGOV5VkgMQK6v9WVFcQQqQIid2vQ6xmTHtiODLwgHowxJjm6lBrcVFBE-kFjgYnAFGJ4GpZ1yrVYY1kgdHZyT2pFGGgebilBa5iyYBRsN7JiKBiot8dSywn8iqH3a6G44RkQSEJ7ewv9jat5NRD15ObYrk6b1w4DqiZmuHJrUXeS1YZybQJ86jgXAnlqRY=&c=_KKCmQqd7naRcS8ap8x8dYvB15xbISlbJJNfHLiXUwsjlSpD6kGj2Q==&ch=-GYVm45KiDcDxX_xtjZ7PBz79LHlmOJYoep6z6cYhZbczgKmUFl3oQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BgS4osHZVqmaBf-vB0Ba8Cdue1dWVq-1hoZRfYe3myaT0QGOV5VkgKelEWcczyktZsqzVX-kAnSbvlYfcIuiTya-7Mu0PzoUU50fD0nqU95znpAmQ30RpYBiFmaMVTAu58j96JJNx33ThtKzoW-82A==&c=_KKCmQqd7naRcS8ap8x8dYvB15xbISlbJJNfHLiXUwsjlSpD6kGj2Q==&ch=-GYVm45KiDcDxX_xtjZ7PBz79LHlmOJYoep6z6cYhZbczgKmUFl3oQ==
https://www.containtherainjoco.com/


Start planning your garden now. Visit the K-State Research and Extension Online Gardening
Calendar to help with your planning.

Johnson County Severe Weather Guide
Severe weather is possible in Johnson County throughout the year. This
hazardous weather can put people’s safety at risk and cause damage to
property. Johnson County Government has created an online guide to help
residents prepare for and monitor severe weather.

COVID At-Home tests are now available at the JCDHE Olathe
Offices, Joco libraries, and SMSD and Olathe Public Schools
Summer lunch sites.
Residents can order up to 4 additional free at-home COVID-19 tests at
https://www.covidtests.gov/

Johnson County Department of Health and Environment (JCDHE) is distributing free, at-home rapid
(antigen) testing kits at its Olathe office, 11875 S. Sunset Drive, via drive-thru only. The drive-thru is
open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., no appointment needed, while
supplies last. Rapid tests are self-administered, and results are available within 15 minutes. PCR
saliva test kits are available upon request.

JCDHE has partnered with the Johnson County Library to distribute at-home rapid (antigen) testing
kits at each of the library’s 14 locations. Click here for a list of library locations.

JCDHE will distribute free at-home rapid (antigen) COVID-19 tests at Shawnee Mission School
District and Olathe Public Schools summer lunch sites. Test kits will be available at each location
while supplies last. Families are encouraged to take home a free test kit for each member of their
family and use it when needed.

COVID-19 HELPFUL INFORMATION

COVID-19 Vaccinations:
Schedule an appointment with the County at
https://jocovaccine.rsvpify.com/.

COVID-19 Testing:
Ongoing - COVID-19 saliva testing at various locations around the
area. Find testing sites and sign up at:
https://www.gogettested.com/kansas#booking-widget

Free COVID-19 testing for Johnson County residents is available at the Department of Health and
Environment's Olathe location . Go to https://www.jocogov.org/schedule-covid-19-test for more
information or to schedule a test.

Johnson County COVID-19 Webpage
Did you know that Johnson County has a COVID-19 webpage? Go to
https://www.jocogov.org/coronavirus-covid-19-update to schedule a free COVID-19 test, view the
COVID-19 dashboard, locate vaccine information, and more!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Go7x2MSrGpShu6gaft_kUIrOZpGGiFnSRf4wsQs2T_JYOZVoreTF7h_8jdzwYKDVhKbYMh_l4ucgHQChysDKd_306t3vUxiL7lowJ1FMQ97WQjVCHGxo9niCmNpqapOOjeD1mF8cR73Y4hD3PAERrgiJUUM1wLLiil086braBKL1nioVYUyBfPPfa5XnGVswe9An47dZsUVE8zMlcSuqTg==&c=fvjCipGC9sjMHdDvJaxNhUtnE9yFTJdWBJTXiNcsPqcIsMRdXChy2Q==&ch=jGh5T8gUHFwChCSAbsgFPLP-kOjET4yai4mOaZR4VrMBeo_42HlgcQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Go7x2MSrGpShu6gaft_kUIrOZpGGiFnSRf4wsQs2T_JYOZVoreTF7izpZ7qOaCITF2IZsAAUqbl7uDQ0ZQvYvGBISVmW4PCL4-2zjEjaECkaflynBf8qbk-K8bD7eQ3a6qtGFpDUj9FeFoTM5P2wJFJt6qbU8SXbGH7o2OP09RS2BozWtaTINmaoxXX0colkdypyrD31vXX1YHv3bogLsUkjJLR3jU-3QsdgYSfN27_22juYYG0i4A==&c=1w6i4jVMSBveU4LKq9SaUklMak-8tVZeAFLXLEdjbpMtpnwtE-I4NQ==&ch=yLsqsYH_NWRq5d05jrYxC9zKxCgR8pNMc7xcU_ajvrhp4bO4vop9FA==
https://www.covidtests.gov/
https://www.jocogov.org/covid-19/covid-19-testing
https://jocovaccine.rsvpify.com/
https://www.gogettested.com/kansas#booking-widget
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/health-and-environment/locations-hours
https://www.jocogov.org/schedule-covid-19-test
https://www.jocogov.org/coronavirus-covid-19-update


Stormwater Management Plan and Annual Report
Click here for the new 2021 Stormwater Management Plan and here for the 2021
SMP Annual Report.
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City Information
City Clerk: Beth O'Bryan - clerk@westwoodhillsks.gov - 913-262-6622
Mayor: Rosemary Podrebarac - mayor@westwoodhillsks.gov

City Council
Michael Anfang - Budget and Finance - anfang@rocketmail.com 
Ed Gogol - Landscaping - gogol.monday@gmail.com
Karen Sexton - Public Safety - kls@sextonandshelor.com 
Dave Schmitz - Public Works - daveschmitz@gmail.com 
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